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Our Fathers have finned, and are not, and we have 
born their Iniquities. 


declares its Author; and the Subject or Matter of it ſufficient- 
ly ſhews upon what Occaſion it was written; vix. Either the 
Death of Joſiab, or the Deſtruction of Feruſalem; or both, 

For that it was written upon Occafion of Foſtah's Death, is probably 
argu'd from what we read in 2 Chron, xxxv. 25. And Jeremiah lament- 
ed for Joſiah ; and al the Singing Men and Singing Women pate of 
Joſiah in their Lamentations ts thu Day, and made them an Ordinance 
in Iſrael ; and behold they are written in the Lamentations. 
| tO But that it was written upon Occafion of the Deſtruction of Feru- 
8 ſalem, and the Captivity in Babylon, is, I think, till more probably ar- 

Ct: gued from that Preface or Introduction to this Book, which ( tho? not in 
the Hebrew ) we meet with in the Greek Tranſlation thereof by the Seven- 
5, in theſe Words; And if came to paſs, that after Iſrael was carried 
Captive, and Jeruſalem 2 Jeremiah ſat down weeping ; and la- 
mented, or utter d forth, this Lamentation upon Jerulalem, and ſaid ; 
How doth the City fit ſorrowful, Cc. | 

But it may be, and indeed I think it the moſt probable Opinion of all, 
that the Book (as it now is) was writren upon both theſe Occafions ; I 
mean, That upon the Death of good King Joſiah, which happen'd fome 
Years before the Captivity, Feremiah did lament tor kim, in ſome ſuch 
Words ag we-now meet with in this Book ; But that afterwards, upon the 
Deſtroction of Jeruſalem, and the carrying of the People Captive into 
Babylon, he review'd his former Mournful Song, and added thergro, and 
Intermingled therewith ſome otlier Paſſages that were more pecular ly ex- 
preſſive of thoſe ſad Calamities. | 

The Book it ſelf conſiſts of two Principal Parts; The firſt, contain d 
n the four firſt Chapters, is chiefly a ſorrowful Deſcription of the miſe- 
able Condition of the Jews, by the Loſs of ſuch an excellent King, by 
he Ruin and Deſtruction of their City and Kingdom, and by their own 
lavery in Babylon, The other P att, comprehended in this 5th Chaprer, 
a Prayer to God for Deliverance from that fore Affliction which they 
ere then under; wherein to move God to Compaſſion, their ſad and 
iſerable State is again ſet forth, and humbly repreſented to him, 
| The Words I am now to diſcourſe of are a Parr of this Prayer. And, 
Wi Ws ſuch, they tna) be taken and vridaſto%? 27 Ways, | 140 


1 K Tittle of this Book, call'd The Lamentation: of Jeremiah, 
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1. As 2 fimple Affirmation of a Matter of Fact; Our Fathers have 
ſinned and are not, and we have born their Iniquity, - a 

II. As a Complaint, or an Expoſtulation with God about it; as if it 

had been ſaid; Why is this; or what Juſtice or Reaſon is there in it, 


that we ſtould be puniſÞ'd for our Father's Sins ? Or, 
HL. Laſtly; Aa a Petition to God, that it might be ſo no longer, but 


that this'Entail/of Puniſhment might be now cut off. | 
And accordingly, in my Diſcourſe on the Words, I ſhall do theſe three 


things. 
- 1, I ſhall prove the Matter of Fact; Y:z, That God does ſometimes 


make the Children bear the Sins of the Fathers. 
2, I ſhall ſhew that this Method of God's dealing with ſinful Men is 


not to be complain'd of as unjuſt, And | 
3. Laſtly ; I ſhall ſhew, that it is nevertheleſs proper Matter of Pe- 


tition or Prayer to God that he would be pleaſed to cut of this Enrail of 
Puniſhment, and nor Remember againſt us the Iniquities of our Father's. 


And in the Handling of each of theſe Heads, I ſhall have a Particular 
<2 to that which is the Occafion of this Day's Humiliation and 
Faſting. - 

I. I ſhall prove the matter of Fact; Vr. That God does ſometimes 
make the Children bear the Sins of the Fathers, Our Fathers have ſin- 
10 and we have born their Iniquities, 

And for the Proof of this we ſhould need to look no farther then to 
that very Caſe which the Text refers to; Yiz. the Deſtruction of Fern- 

ſalem, and the Captivity of the Jews in Babylon; which came not to 
paſs till about three ſcore Years, or more, after that wicked Part of Ma- 
naſſth's Reign, 2 King. xxiii. 26, 27. whereby God hath been provoked, 
2 upon which he hath determin'd, to infli& this heavy Judgment upon 

em. 

But this is not the only Inſtance of this Kind that the Scripture fur- 
niſhes us with, For, for the Idolatry of Ahab, 2 Kings x. 1 1, his whole 
Family was cut off; for the Sin of Saul in Killing the Gibeonites. 2 
Sam. xx, 1, the Kingdom after his Death was Plauged with three Years 
Famine, Year after Year, in the Reign of David; V. 9. 14. and the ſame 
Sin was again moſt ſeverely puniſhed in Saul's own Family, when it could 
not be expiated, nor the Plague that was thereby occaſioned be removed, 
but by the Hanging up of Seven of his Iſſue, And it was for the Sin EA 
(1 Sam. ii, 33.) and his Sons that his whole Poſterity was depriv'd of 
the Prieſthood, and that all the Increaſe oi his Houſe died in the Flower 
of their Age. 
And what need I add more? for we may ſee with our own Eyes a ftand- 
ing Example of this in the whole Nation of the Fews, a People once be- 
lov'd by God, and highly favour'd above all Nations: But they, when 
they crucified the Lord of Life and Glory, ſaid, his Blood be on us,and on 
our Children; ( Matth. xxvii. 25.) And ſo it has been ever ſince: For 
from that Time to his, they have never been in ſuch a flonriſhing Con- 
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tion as before. It was nor many Years after that their City and Temple 
and Commoawealch were entirely deſtroy'd, and their whole Nation 
diſperſed ; ever fince which they have wander'd about the World as Va- 
gabonds, every where hated and deſpis'd, and in ſome Places and Ages 
moſt miſerably butcher d and ſlaughter d; ſo that if one ſhould add to- 
gether the prodigious Numbers of them, that have been Maſſacred in ſe- 
veral Ages and Countries, chiefly in and ſoon after, the Siege and De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, one would think it hardly poſſible any of them 
ſhould be remaining; yet ſtill they do remain, and in great Numbers too 

ſome of them in almoſt every Country in the World, and every where un- 
mix'd with other People, to be, as it were, living Monuments of God's 
heavy Diſplea ſure. We: 

Or, we may if we will, ſee ſtill a greater Example of this Entail of Pu- 
niſhment in our ſelves ; I mean in the whole Race of Mankind; upon all 
whom there is (as we ſee and feel by our own ſad Experience) entail'd a 
Curſe, and a Diſeaſe, for the Tranſgreſſion of ourfirſt Parents; For 'tis 
fo that — all — _ our preſent Miſery and Mortality, By one Man 

in entred into the World, and Death by Sin; and fo Death pa 
al Men. (Rom. v. 12) OM - . 

And Laſtly, if we refle4 upon that which is the occaſion of our now 
humbling our ſelves before God, viz. the barbarous Murder of King 
CHARLES the Firſt of Bleſſed Memory, by his own Subjects, the Peo- 
ple of this Land, and the Rebellion which preceeded it, I believe we may 
think that we alſo, have ſome Reaſon to ſav with the Fews in the Texr, 
Our Fathers have ſinned, and are not, and we have born their hni- 
quities ; For well may thoſe Evils and Calamities be thought to be ſent 
upon the Nation for that Sin, which have been in natural Conſequence 
the Fruivs of it. 

And ſuch were, plainly, thoſe many Years of Miſery, of Anarchy or 
Tyranny, and of great Confuſion, which inimediately follow'd ; and which 
continued until the Happy Reſtauration of King Charles the Second: Du- 
ring which Time we might have taken up and applyed to our ſelves a 
confiderable Part of this Book of he Lamentations ; We might have ſaid, 
as the Prophet here does; How hath the Lord affiified Zion for the Mul- 
titude of her Tranſgreſſions ? Chap. i. V. 5.6. From the Daughter of Zion 
all her Beauty is departed ; Her Princes are become like Hart; that find 
xo Paſture ; they are gone without Strength before the Purſuer. How hath 
the Lord cover'd the Daughter of Zion with a Clond inhis Anger, Chap. 
li. V. 1. and caft down from Heaven to the Earth the Beauty of Iſrael, 
and remembred not his Foot ſtool in the Day of his Anger? Her King, 
and her Princes were among the Gentiles; (v. 9.) The Law was 10 
more ; the Prophets alſo found no Viſion from the Lord. (v. 10.) The 
Elders ſat uponthe Ground and kept Silence, t hey caſt Duſt upon their Heads, 
and cover d themſelves with Sackloth. (v. 15.) Al they that went by clapp'd 
their Hands at her; they hiſſed and wagged their Head, ſaying ; II this 
the City that Men caled the Perfection of Beauty, the Foy of the whaly 
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c $ 5 open d their Mouth againſi her, 
and ſaid, We haue ſwallom d her up; Certainly, this is the Day that we 
look'd for; We have found, we have ſeen it. (v. 20.) The Prieſt and the 
Prophets were ſlain in the Sanctuaty of the Lord; (v. 21.) The young 
and the old lay on the Ground in the Streets ; the Virgins and the Young 
Men fell by the Sword, They that were brought up in Scarlet aid 
embrace Dunghils. (Chap. iv. V. 3. The Adverſary and the Enemy 
entred into the Gates of Feruſalem ; (v. 12.) they Sed the Blood of the 
Fuft in the midſt of her. ( v.13.) Alſo the Breath of our Noſtrilt, the 
Amointed of the Lord was taken iu their Pits ; of whom ; we ſaid, under 
this ſkadow we ſhall be ſafe. (v. 20.) Then was our Inherit ance turned te 
Strangers, and our Houſes Aliens ; ( Ch. v. V. 2.) We drank our Mater 
for Money, and our Wood wai fold unto us. (v. 4.) Our Necks were under 
Perſecution ; we, labour d and had uo reft, (v. 5.) , Servants alſo did ruls 
over us; and there was none to deliver us out of their Hand. (v. 8.) 

But from their Maud God be thank'd ) * now for many Years 
been deliver'd ; bythe Wonderful and moſt BBvidential Reſtoration of 
King CHARLES the Second to his juſt Rights, we alſo were reftorea 
to our ancient Government both in Church and State, and to the publick 
and free Poſſeſſion of che true Religion, together with our former Peace 
aud Proſperity. 

And yer, for all this, I doubt I may truly ſay, that we do even ſtill in 
ſome mcaſare bear that Iniquity of our Fathers which we this Day deſire 
to be humbled for. 5 

For if we look back to the Times paſt, it will be eaſy to diſcern, that 
even the War which we are at this time engag'd in, had its firſt Ground 
in the Wickedneſs of this Day, For when the Father was cut off, and his 
Throne and Power uſurp'd, the young Princes were forc'd to wander 
where they coul'd find a Place: And there, in the Court of a Neighbour- 
ing King, they might eaſily learn (there one of them we are too ſure did 
learn) Cuſtoms and Manners, both in Government and Religion, clearly 
different from thoſe wich had been here receiv'd and eftabliſh'd, And ſuch 
Diligence (we well remember ) was us'd, and fuch Progreſs made, during 
a ſhort Reign of leſs than Four Years, in endeavouring to bring in tke 
fame Cuſtoms and Manners among us, that if that Reign had continued 
much longer, we muſt ( unayoidably , to all Appearance) have been 
brought under very great Bondage, both Spiritual and Temporal. Bur it 
pleaſed God of his Goodneſs to cut ſhort thoſe Days, ſo that our Enemies 
had not Time enouga to accompliſh their wicked Defigns ; It pleas d him, 
I ſay, by a wonderful Deliverance, ſuch as could not have been look'd 01 4 
for, ro preſerve to us then our Rights, Properties and Religion; upon 
which we might have ſaid, in the Words of tbe Pſalmift, Our Soul is e Tn 
caped as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fowler ; the Snare is broken, ani of 


7 
we are delivered. But however, . tho' God was graciouſly pieas'd not then Ile 


ro Puniſh us fo much as he ſeem'd to threaten. he would do, and as wel. th. 
were afraid he would have done; he was not ſo far reconcil'd to us as to 
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forgive our Sin wholly, and 1 4 5 go altogether unpuniſh'd ; bae 
% hen he removed one Judgment ſent another in its Room. So that tho' 
* Mic may ( | hope eruly) be ſaid, that we are now made whole of that Di- 
ſcaſe, of which before we were ſick almoſt to Death; ic muſt nevertheleſs 
e granted, that even the Remedy by which we were cured, and by the 
ſe whereof we are ſtill prefery'd in health, tho not ſo bad as the Diſeaſe, 

yer has been, and ſtill is, very painful and afflicting. For there was no 
ray to keep out Popery and Slavery then preſſing hard upon us, but by 
ngaging in War with a potent Enemy, whoſe Strength, now, after ſo 
any Years Experience as we have hade of ir, we have learn'd, I ſuppoſe, 
not to deſpiſe. | | 

For as much therefore as this tedious and expenſive War, which we 
ave been now for many Years engag'd in, and of which God knows 
yhen we ſhall ſee an End, was when it was firſt undertaken, and ſtill ie, 
be neceſſary Remedy of thoſe much worſe Evils that we were before in 
fear, and indeed in very great Danger of; and foraſmuch as the great 
anger we were in of thoſe Evils was direQly and naturally occaſion d by 
he young Princes being ſent abroad to wander in foreign Countries, by 
hoſe who had firſt Rebelled againſt and Murdered the Father, and then | 
jerzed upon his and their Inheritance; I think I may truly ſay, that tho 
ur Fathers who ſinned are not; yet we, in this heavy Judgment of God 
till lyiog upon us, do to this Day, bear their Iniquities; and how much, BM 
onger We ſhall do ſo under this, or ſome other judgment, God only A 
nows, , = 
Bur, I obſery'd before that theſe Words might be underſtood, not only 6 
affirming a Matter of Fact, that thus it is, but alſo as implying 2 7 
omplaint, or an Expoſtulation with God about it; Our Fathers have 
wed, and we have born their lniquities; as if it had been ſaid, Why 
this ? Or what Juſlice or Reaſon is there in it, that we ſhould bear the 
niquities of our Fathers that finned ? Why is it, that when they ave dead 
na gone out of the World, who did the sin; We, who being not then 
orn could not; We, who if we had been then Living, would not have 
mſented to, nor been Partakers in their Wickedneſs, ſhould be Puniſhed. 
it. And therefore I propounded in the Second Place, and to that I 
ow proceed. | 
I. To ſhew that this Method of God's dealing with ſinful Men is not 


me h be complain'd of as Unjuſt, And this I hope will ſufficiently appear, it 
— ieſe following things be conſider'd, 
aok d 1. That the Temporal Evils, by which the Sins of the Fathers are pu- 


Ih'd in their Children, are many times, no other than the natural and; ; 
Feſſary Effects of thoſe Sins which the Fathers were guilty of. = 
„This H have ſhewn to be in great Meaſure true as to thoſe Evils, which. 9 


4. 8 a . 6. 
, . of this Nation have felt, and do ſtill feel, in Puniſhment (as we may 1 
t gr think) of the Sin that was committed as on this Day by our Fathers, 3 
85 Ache barbarous Murder ef the Lord's Anointed. | 5 
s as TOW And the { ; ; ; , 2 
een the lame is plainly true in many other Inſtances. : 
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For thus the Prodigal waſtes away, in Rioting, Exceſs or Gaming that 


Portion of Worldly Goods which was left him by his careful Anceſtors, 
or neglects thoſe Opportunities of improving his Stock which the good 
Providence of God afforded him ; and by this means comes ro Beggary, 
He and his Children after him; But how can it otherwiſe be, unleſs 
God ſhould every day work Miracles, and multiply Men's Treaſure ( as 
once he did the poor Widew's Oy) 0a purpoſe to maintain them in their 
Luxury, Extravagance or Sloth ? | 

And ſo likewiſe the Intemperate and Unclean Perſon fills his Body 
with foul Humours, and contracts loathſom Diſeaſes, and theſe of courſe 
deſcend to thoſe that derive their Bodies from his: And it muſt needs be 
ſo, unleſs God ſhou'd interpoſe with his Almighty Power, to put a ſtop 
to the natural Effects of our Folly and Madneſs. This indeed he might 
do, if he pleas d; but that he ſhould do ſo can with no Reaſon be ex- 
pected. And when it thus happens, and the Father lives to ſee it, this 
mult needs be a ſore Affliction and Puniſhment to him; but to the Chil- 
dren it is only a Misfortune, and on God's Part it is only a Permiſſion ; 
who can'c therefore be charged with Injuſtice for ſuffering things to take 
their zatural Courſe. 

2, It may be conſider'd, that the Temporal Evils and Calamities 
wherewith God puniſhes the Sins of the Fathers in their Children are, 
for the moſt part, only Privations of thoſe Mercies which He had freely 
beſtowed upon them once ; or Denials of ſuch Favours as he might ( if he 
had pleas'd ) have conferr'd upon them, but was under no Obligation, in 
Juſtice, ro grant, altho' they had been deſcended from the moſt vertuov! 
Parents, Or, in other Wotds, The Children of wicked Parents are not ſo 
happy and proſperous as God could have made them, if he would : Their 
Puniſhment is commonly no more than this, that God does not ſhew them 
ſuch Favour,as he does (it may be) ſhew to ſome others, but is not oblig d 
to ſhew to any. And what Injuſtice is there in this? May net he 4 
what he wil with his m? May not he have Mercy on whom he will have 
Mercy, and ſhew Favour to whom he pleaſes ? 

Thus it was in the Caſe of Rehoboam, from whom God was pleaſed 
ro ſuffer Ten Tribes to revolt for the Sin and Idolatry of his Father 
Solomon: But he needed not to have left him one Tribe; to reign over 
one Tribe was more than he or his Father either, could have challeng'd 
of God as a Due; God did him no wrong therefore in giving him no 
more than one Tribe: And we can't ſay that he did, without denying tc 
God, the Sovereign Lord and Proprietor of all things, that Power and 


Liberty which we our ſelves claim of beſtowing our free and unmerited 


Favours on whom we will, For what Man is there who having a Place 
or Gift to beſtow, will not chuſe ro beſtow it rather on One whoſe Fa- 


ther was his Friend, than on One whoſe Father was his Enemy ? And 


who can think him to blame for ſo doing? If we therefore, who ar 
only Stewards cf thoſe things which we poſſeſs, and pretend to give away 
may do thus, certainly God, the trug Qwagr and Proprietor of 2 
; thing 
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at things may do the fame, without the leaſt Imputation of Injuſtice- 


rs, And ſuch have been the Calamities which have befallen this Nation, 
od fince the Perpetration of that horrid Wickedneſs which we this Day la- 
* ment; thoſe Evils, I mean more eſpecially, which have in Natural Con- 


eſs ſequence been produced or occaſion d thereby; Very grievous Calamities 
as indeed they have been in themſelves, but yet rhey have been rather De- 
eir nials or Privations of Good, than poſitive Inflictions of Kvil. For tho 
we ſuffer'd for ſeveral Years after the Commiſſion of this great Wicked - 
dy WW neſs, the manifold Inconveniences both of Anarchy and Tyranny; and 
we have never fince been ſo well ſettled, either in Government or Religion, 
be as we were before; yet after all that is come upon us, the moſt that can 
ſtop de ſaid is, that we have nor been ſo happy a Nation as we might have 
ghe been, and probably ſhould have been, had not the Guile of that Royal 
and Innocent Blood that was as this Day ſhed, lain upon us; But ſtill 
this (God be thanked ) we have been more Happy than moſt of our Neigh- 
bil- bour Nations; we have in the main enjoy d a much greater Meaſure of 
on; Liberty and Peace, of Plenty and Proſperity than moſt of them have 
take done. So that tho' we have been always, like the /raelites of old, Mur- 
—_— and Complaining ; and like So/omon's Fool, Crying out of the 
naities WW badneſs of the Times, and Enquiring why the former Days were better 
are, Wl than theſe ; yer I believe, that if they who have been the moſt full of 
reel Complaints, had when they were firſt Born into the World, been endued 
if he Wl with a Foreſight of all that has ſince happen'd in the World, and it had 
n, in then been pur to their Choice to have liv'd in what Part of the World 
they had plcas'd, it would have puzled them to have tound out any Conn. © 


zot ſo try in the whole Earth, wherein they could rather have choſen to have 
Their I liv'd ; or wherein if they had lived, they would have ſuffer d fewer Diffi- 
them © culties,or leſſer Inconveniences,or have enjoy d a greater Meaſure of Eaſe, 
wg Safety, Plenty and Proſperity, than they have done here. So that tho' 
he 40 


it may be true, and I think it probable that it is ſo, that we have in our 
haue Age born in ſome Meaſure the Iniquities of our Fathers; yet upon the 
whole, we have no reaſon to be diſcontented with our Lot, or to com- 
leaſed plain as if we were hardly dealt with. But, 
Father 3. In order to the farthercclearing this Method of the Divine Provi- 
n over dence from the leaſt Imputation of Injuſtice, it may be conſider d that 
lleng'd God has a Sovereign ahd Uncontroulable Dominion over all our Perſons 
him no as well as over our Poſſeſſions; that we our ſelves are his Goods, as well 
ying tofff 25 any of thoſe things are which we, by his Bounty do enjoy; For 'twas 
er and He that made us, as well as all other things; And he might not have 
nerited_ created as at all; or he might have made us Birds, or Beaſts, or Fiſhes ; 
a Place Monſters, or Naturals ; and if he had done ſo, we could not have com- 
joſe Fa-WWplain'd, For, as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. ix. 12. Shall the thing formed 
2 Andi [ay to bim that formed it, Why haſt thon made me thus ? Hath not the 
ho art Porter Power over the Clay, of the ſame Lump to makeone Veſſel anto Ho- 
e away our, and auer her unto Diſhonour ? 
r of a He therefore being our Sovereign Lord, ta whom we are indebted for 
thing 
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all we have, and to whoſe meer Grace and Godneſs it is entirely owing 
that we our ſelves have any Being at all: He may, in Right of that ab- 
ſolute Dominion which he has over us as our Creator, without any Inju- 
ſtice, put us into whatever Condition he pleaſes, or alter it for the worſe 
whenever he will, without aſſigning any other Cauſe or Reaſon of his ſo 
doing, but his own Pleaſure only. Nay, he may if he will wholly take 
away that Life and Being which he freely gave us, whenever he liſts ; when 
we are buta Month, or bur a Day old, as well as when we have lived 
here threeſcore or fourſcore Years ; And in all this he does us no Wrong, 
becauſe it was a free and unmerited Favour that we ever liv'd at all, and 
nothing can oblige him to continue to us an undeſerved Favour, unleſs he 
pleaſes, or tor a longer time than he ſees good. 


In ſhort ; whatever Condition God is pleas d to put any of his Crea- 


tures into, if it be but better than Non exiſtence, or not being at all, that 
he may put any of his Creatures into, tho' they be perfectly innocent, 
without doing them any Wrong : Aud therefore it can be no Injuſtice ia 
God to take Occafion from the Sins of our Father or Progenitors, to deal 
ſo by us as he might have done, tho? neither they nor we had ſinned. 
For he may certainly, | without Injuſtice, do that upon any Occaſion which 
be might have juſtly,done upon no Occaſion at all. 

4. It may be alſo conſidered farther, that very many, if not moſt of 
the Evils and Calamities by which God puniſhes che Sins ot the Fathers 
in their Children, are ſuch as are very great Puniſhments to the Parents, 
but are often very ſmall Evils, nay ſometimes are very great Bleflings 
and Fayours to the Children which ſuffer them. 

For thus, The untimely Death of a hopeful Child is indeed a very ſore 
Affliction to the Parent, eſpecially when he reflects upon it as a Puniſh- 
ment {cnt by God upon him for his Sin; but tis a Bleſſing to the Child 
himſelf, who dies in the Lord, and is convey'd into Paradiſe out of a 
troubleſome World, before he fo much as knew the Trouble of it. 

And thus likewiſe, To a Man that has toiled and drudged all his Days, 
enJeavouring by Fraud, Oppreſſion and Extorcion, to heap together a 
great deal of Wealth, and to raiſe a Family, it muſt needs be a great 
Grief and Diſappointmear, to ſee his Wealth, all his ill gotten Goods 
mouldering, waſting, or (as the Wiſe Max expreſſes it) fleeing away; ſo 
that his Children, whom he has brought up in all Delicacy and Stotrneſs, 
are in danger of being reduc'd to Beggary, or muſt be forc'd to get their 
Living by hard Labour; Bur to the Children themſelves, for whole ſake 
it is that he is ſo much concern'd, this Diſpenſation of Providence may be 


' the greateſt Blelſing that could befal them; and fo it will be, if the Con- 


ſideration thereof impreſſes upon their Minds a ſerious Senſe of Religion, 
and helps to mor tify them to this World, and puts them upon taking good 
Cour ſes, and makes them to beware of ſplitting themſelves upon the ſame 

Bock. Ane | 
And { likewiſe, if it be ſappoſed ( ag I do. indeed ſuppoſe) that we 
la ve born, and do Kill bear, #46 luiquities of our Fathers, who ſinnea, 
| 8 8 8 ET N | a#4 
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aud are not; particularly that great Iniquity which was acted as vpon 
this Day, the Barbarous Murther of an Excellent Prince, together wich 
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the other Wickedneſſes that were preparatory thereto; there may be, 
however, a great deal of Goodneſs, as well as Juſtice, in this Diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, For to them who had a Hand in this Sin, if they had 
any affection at all to their Native Country; or any Care and Concern 
about Poſterity, it could not but be an Affliction to {ce what Deſolation 
they had, by this Sin, and the Preparations to it, brought upon their 
Country; to behold what Diſorder and Confuſion they, had put every 
thing into, and to contemplate the Miſeries which were thereby entail'd 
upon their Poſterity : But now to us their Children, even thoſe Evils that 
we have ſuffered, or do yer ſuffer, upon that Account, may in Conſe- 
quence, be a Bleſſing. And fo they will be, if we thereby ſhall be warn'd 
to avoid thoſe Sins which have drawu down ſuch Miſeries upon us; So 
they will be, if we thereby ſhall be taught to bear Ready Loyalty to our 
pycreign, to yield due Obedience to the Laws, to conform regularly to 
that excellent Worſhip, which by God's Providence has been ſince re- 
ſtor'd, and is now eſtabliſhed among us; to be humble, contented, and 
prderly, in our ſeveral Stations; to ffaay to be quiet, and to dg our own 
puſine(s, and to ſeek and endeavour after the things that make for Peace. 
f we, I ſay, ſhall be ſo happy as, by all the Evils that have befallen us, 
o learn theſe Vertues and Graces, we ſhall have no Reaſon to complain 
pf our having ſuffcr'd thoſe Evils, from which we ſhall have reaped ſuch 
preat Advantage, For, much better will ir be for us to have — the 
uniſhment of our Fathers Iniquity, without the Guilt of it, than it would 
de to incur the like Guilt our ſelves (as perhaps without ſuch Warning 
e ſhould have done) altho' we might eſcape the Temporal Puniſhmene 
hereof. Any Evil is to be reckon'd as good when it prevents or cures a 
reater Evil; and theie's no Evil of Afflidion fo great as the leaſt Evil 

ff Sin, 
In this therefore, and ſuch like Caſes, when by the Judgments of God 
whether for their own or others Sins) Men are taught Rigeheouſneſs, 
hey have no Reaſon to complain. When the Wickedneſs of the Fa- 
hers is, with this good Effe& viſited upon their Children, tho' the Matter 
the Puniſhment ſcems to light upon the Children, it is yet in Truth a 
uniſk ment only to the wicked Parents; but to the Children it is a great 
pleſling, and u hat they will have Reaſon to Bleſs God for to all Eternity. 
uch Puniſhmcats as this are like the Pillar of the Cloud wherewith God, 
ace conducted the Iſraelites through the Red-Sea, they have 2 double, 
ad a very different Aſpect; For, on the one fide, Y:z, that which leoks 
wards the Parents, they are all Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Mclan- 
holly: They can't but be heartily concern'd at the Miſeries which they 
ave entail d upon their Poſterity, But on the other fide; Vz. that which 
oks towards the Children, they are all Light and Brightneſs, ſerving to 
rect them in the Way they are to go, and helping them to. ſteer in the 
ght Coure to the heavenly Canaan, the, Land of Eyerlaſting Bleſſednels. 
EY © | Thus 
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Thus the Divine Juſtice might be vindicated in Paniſhing, as it ſome: 
times does, the Sins of the Fathers in their Children, tho' it be ſuppoſed 
that the Children themſelves have done nothing to deſerve Pupiſhmear, 
But then I add in the fifth and the laſt Place. | 

5. That whatever the Temporal Evils and Afflictions are, wherewith 
God is at any time pleaſed to puniſh the Sins of the Fathers in their Chil. 
dren, they are never more nor greater than the Children themſelves do 
deſerve to ſuffer meerly for their own Tranſgreſſions. And therefore, 
they can have no Reaſon to think it hard that God is pleas d to take Oc- 
caſton from the Sins of their Fathers to inflict upon them thoſe Plagues 
and Puniſhments, which otherwiſe perhaps he would not have inflicted ; 


{ 
becauſe, without Injuſtice, he might have laid the ſame upon them much 
fooner, and in a larger Meaſure, only upon Account of their own Perſonal WM j 
Guilt and Tranſgreſſion. N 

This was certainly the Caſe of the Fews who were carried Captive to f 
Babylon, They ſaid, and perhaps truly, Our Fathers have finned— «, 
and we have born their Iniquity ; They ſaid, and perhaps truly, The b. 
Fathers have eaten ſowre Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge; I 
but they needed not to have look'd further for a Reaſon of all the Cala - G 


mitics that had befallen them, than to themſelves only. They had had wi 
indeed a good King, who after the wicked Reign of Manaſſeh, by which 
the People had been exceedingly corrupted, had ſhewn them an excellent Web: 
Pattern, and had earneſtly endeavour'd to reform the State. of things ;MRe 
but it does not appear by the Hiſtory that the People were at all reform d 
by his Care, And therefore the Prophet Ezekiel ſharply reproves them, 
when they were in the Captivity in Babylon, for laying the Blame of the 
Bondage, which they then endur'd only upon the Tranſgreſſion of their 
Fathers in the Reign of Manaſſeh, as if they themſelves had done nothingWho c 
at ali to deſerve it, Ezek. xviii. 2, What mean ye, that ye uſe thu Proverd 
concerning the Land of Iſrael, ſaying, the Fathers have eaten ſowre Grape, 
and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge ? He does not ſay, that there 
was not then, nor ever had been, any Ground in Fact for that ProverbialWPaz, 
Speech; but only, asks the Queſtion, What mean ye to uſe this Proverb 
In which Words it is not imply d, that the Proverb was never true, but 
only that they in particular had no Reaſon to uſe it; that is, that they{WBuſi 
had done enough themſelves to deſerve all they ſuffer d, and a great dealſſþr i 
more, and fo ſhould got have needed, in Excuſe as it were of themſelves Wy pa 
to have laid all the Blame upon their Fathers, And therefore it followWand i 
in the next Verſe, As I live, ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not have Occaſenccret 
any more to uſe thu Proverb in Ijrael. Which Words are not ( as I tup-Wn the 
poſe ) to be underſtood, as if the Proverb might never be uſed ; that isFigion 
2s it God never had, nor ever would inflit Temporal Evils upon Children be Li 
for the Sins of the Fathers; for he himſ lf plainly geclares the contrary 
Exod. xxxiv. 7. (and in more than ten Places beſides) Viſtting the Ini 
quity of the Fathers ubon the Children, and upon the Chilarens Children, 
unte the third, ani unto the Fourth Generation; aud | have already had 
| Occa 


no 


d K 


| 12 
Occaſion to mention ſeveral — of God's thus dealing with Men 
ſed But (the Meaning of thoſe Words, Ye ſpall not have Occaſom to uſe this 
nt. Pro verò, I take to be this,) that ſince they were ſo conceited of themſelves, 

and ſtood ſo much in 1 of their own Innocence; God was te- 
ith WW Colv'd to continue his Judgments upon them ſo long until their Eyes ſnould 
mi- be opened to ſee their own Guilt, and to be ſenſible that all the Sufferings 
do which they had endur'd had been no more than a juſt Puniſhment upon 
ore, WW chem for their own Tranſgreſſion only, I ſhall not have Occaſion to uſe 
Oc- Wh chu Proverb any more. 
zues And this ſame, 1 doubt, is now our Caſe, Very willing ve are to ſhift 
ed ; BY off the Blame from our ſelves, and to ſay, as in the Text, Our Fathers 
wch BW have ſinned, and we have born their Iniquity ; And, it may be, we 
onal BY have; I think it probable enough that we have done ſo ; and particular- 

ly that the Innocent Blood ſhed has upon this Day, as ſince in many la- 
e to ſtances been reveng'd upon us: But be it ſo, We, however, ſhould not need 
— c go ſo far off for a Reaſon of all our Calamities; becauſe, if our Eyes 

The be but open, we may eaſily ſee a ſufficient Cauſe of them nearer Home. 
Age; This I dare ſay, that whoever reads the Hiſtory of the Times before that 
Cala-W Great Rebellion brake out, and compares the State of Things then 
| had with what it is now; I mean as ro Matters of Religion and Morality ; As 
vhich to the Exerciſe of Piety, Juſtice and Sobriety, will have little Reaſon to 
ellent think that we are better than eur Fathers; He will, I fear, rather have 
ngs ;{MRecaſon to ſay that we are a great deal worſe ; ſo that we need not look 
orm d farther than to our ſelves only for a Cauſe of all thoſe Evils that have be- 
hem, fallen us, or which we have yet cauſe to fear. Or if what we have hi- 
f the Wtherto ſuffer d has been only for the Sins of our Fathers, ve have Reaſon 

their to fear, that as our Wickedneſs is, to all Appearance, greater than theirs, 


chingWo our Poſterity will live to ſee worſe Times than we have done. 

wer For then, in the Days of our Fathers, there was at leaſt a Form of 
rapes, Godlineſs; and now there is hardly ſo much as that: Then the Publick 
there Pevotions were performed regularly, the Churches duly frequented, the 
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Pater familias follow'd to his Pariſh-Church by his whole Houſhold ; Good 
Orders, and good Hours were then kept in Families; Children and Ser- 
ants were Catechis'dand taught their Duty; and that leiſure Time from 
Buſineſs in Evenings, which is now by too many ſpent in intemperate Clubs, 
rin the Diverſions of an impudent and ungodly Theatre, was then general- 
y paſs'd away in innocent and friendly Converſation among Neighbours, 
nd in Family Diſcipline and Devotion, Then, Vice, however it might be 
<cretly practis d. was aſhamed to be ſeen ; there was no Prophaneneſs 
n the Streets; None had the Confidence then to ſpeak openly againſt Re- 
igion, to make a Mock at Sin, to ridicule the Holy Scriptures, to deny 
he Lord that bought them, to plead for Irreligion, to publiſh Blaſphemy 
Print, or to appear other than a Friend to Piety and Goodneſs, Nay 
hen, the Stage it ſelf (at leaſt in Compariſon with what ic has been 
nce ) was chaſte, modeſt and vertuous. But what the State of Things 
now, in all theſe Reſpects, I ſhall not netd to obſerve, we all ſee it, 
d know it full well, | | Aud 


4 BY "_— = e 1998 7 
ri 0 a 054 - 1 
1 3 7 _—— Z 
k „ 
* — CE IT 
» ; Ad $7 
8 


Ma 6 fl 1 Fo Soi afro 
vm Wh 3 8 - 2.04 4 * n 8 


* OW) 
Ad if 1 Mould ſay moreover that there are ſome ſtill among us ay 
deeply tainted with thoſe Principles of Sedition and Rebellion which 
brought about this Day's Tragedy as any of their Fathers were, and who, 
i they had lived in their Days, would have been as forward as the for- 
- wardeſt of them were in unhinging the Government, and Deſtroying the 
Church, nay, and in bringing their Sovereign to the Block; tho ſome, 
perhaps, would be angry at my ſaying this, I fear it would be only for 
my ſpeaking a Truth out of Seaſon; And they, I believe, would be moſt 
angry with me for ſaying it who beſt know it to be a Truth. 
Upon the-whole then, it being ſo apparent that we are not bettgr than 
our Fathers (I would to God | could ſay that we are not worſe) tho it 
may be true, that we do in ſome Meaſure bear their Iniquitics, we have yet 
no reaſon to complain; neither have we more Occaſion than the Zews in 
Captivity had, to uſe that Proverb, the Fathers haue eaten the ſowre 
Grapes, aud the Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge : But rather I'm ſure we 
may well uſe thoſe Words of the Prophet Ezra applying them to our 
ſelves, and ſay ; After all that his come upon us, for our evil Deeds, and Ml ;, 
for our great Treſpaſs, our God has puniſhed us leſi than our Iniquitie; 2 
deſerve ; ( Ezra ix. 13.) and he would have dose fo, altho? he had not 55 
granted us any of thoſe wounderful Deliverances which he has been pleas d fu 
| in our great Extremities to vouchſafe unto us, ter 
» But whether we now have Reaſon to uſe that Proverb or not, it is cer- 
tain, that it may ſometimes be uſed ; it is certain, that God does ſome- the 
times viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the Children. And therefore, at 
tho' when this happens, it is not (as I have ſhewen ) to be complain'd H oel 
of; yer we may at any tim?, very reaſonably and pioully deſire of God, B 
that it may not ſo happen to us. And this was the Third and laſt Point gui 
I propounded to ſpeak to; Yiz, | 
; HI, To ſhew that it is a proper Matter of Petition or Prayer to God, fing 
that he would be pleas'd to cut off this Entail of Puniſhment, and not N had 
make ut bear the Iniquities of our Fathers. Con 
In this Senſe, I obſerved before, the Words of the Text, conſider'd as 
Part of a Prayer to God, may be underſtood, viz. as urging a Reaſon to and 
move God to have Compaſſion upon his People in Captivity : Our Father: 
have ſinned, and are not, and we have born their Iniquities 3 As if it had 
been ſaid ; Hitherto we have born them, but let it be ſo now no longer; Let 
thy Fuftice be ſatiiſied with that Vengeance which thou haſt already ta- 
| hen, in the Miſeries which our Fathers endured in their own Perſons, and 
il which they lived to ſee brought upon us their Children by their Means; 
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18 Now therefore, (ince they are not, fince they, being gone but of this World, 
I. are no longer ſenſibly of thoſe Evils which we ſuffer in it; we humbly Pray Nuitie 
= thee, that thou would'ſt have Pity upon us their Children, and not aſtid᷑ Nah 
1 ws any longer upon their Account; Iis time, we hope, now, that thou f the 
ſhouldft make @ new Trial of us, and ſee if we will not behave our ſelvesRh;q 1. 
better than our Fathers did. are 
And thete are other Examples in Scripture of Prayer, or Petition k vu; 
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this Kind Pſalm. cvi. 6. Vt have finned with our Fathers, ſays the Pſat 

miſt, we have commited Iniquity, we have done wickealy ; Our Fathers 
under ſtood not thy Wonders in Egypt, and ſo on, What could they mean 
by thus confeſſing the Sins of their Fathers, but to Deprecate the Evils 
whereby thoſe Sins had deſerv'd to be puniſhed in their Poſterity ? 
It is therefore an unreaſonable Exception which ſome haye made to that 
Petition in our Litany, Remember not Lord our Offences, nor the Offences 
of our Forefathers ; ag if (for that's what they would make the World 
believe of us) we herein comply'd with the Papiſts, in Praying for the 
Dead: But no ſuch Matter, we do not herein Pray for the Dead, for thoſe 
who ( as the Text expreſſes it) are not; we only Pray for our ſelyes who 
are alive, that we may not bear their Iniguities. And what Petition can 
be better grounded And warranted than this is, when we are ſo plainly 


thers upon the Childrens ? "Y | | | 
And as cauſeleſs is their Anger who are diſpleaſed with us for Keeping 


to the Diſhonour of our Nation, and the Reproach of the Reformed Reli- 
gion, the Bleſſed King Charles the Firſt was barbarouſly Mutthered by his 
dyn Subjects, the People of this Land; and that too in the moſt ſhame- 


not 


as'd ful Manner, Try'd in a pretended High Gourt of Juſtice, and by them Sen- 


tenced to be Executed as a Maletactor. „ | 
. But why are they angry with us for Keeping this Day ? Is it becauſe 
me. they do not like that a Day of Faſting ſhould be kept upon ſuch an Oc- 
fore, cation ? Then, it ſeems, they approve of the Fact; they think it was 
ain'd N well done ; they think it was a thing not to be aſbam'd or , repented of. 
God, But who can Fra forth bis Hand again(# the Lord's anointed, and be 
point BY viltleſs ? 1 Sam. xxvi, 9. If then we will take the Judgment of the Scrip- 

ture before theirs, it was a Sin, and a great one too; and, if ever any 
God, fingle Act was ſuch, it was a National Sin; for twas done by them that 
d not ¶ had then uſurp'd the Supreme Authority, and there was alſo too general a 
Conſent of the People to it; there is good Reaſon therefore: that the 
hole Nation ſhould be humbled and ſorrowful for it, and with one Voice 
and Cry deprecate the Puniſhment thereof. 
Bat it is a long, while ago, they fay, fince this was done 3 tis fic there · 
it had fore now that the Day ſhould be laid aſide; If it was a Sin, twas nat 
3 Let Fhowever our Sin but the Sin of our Fathers, and they are not; what 
dy ta. matters it then to us what they did? They have anſwer'd for it to God; 
5, andſpnd receiv'd their own Doom; and why ſhould we, who had no Hand 
Mean”; St all in the thing, take the Guilt of it upon our ſelves ? 
World, But if our Fathers, who ſinned, are not, we may (ill bear their Ini- 
y Pra) Suites; It is expreſly ſaid in Scripture, that God viſits the Sins of the 
+ affii3 father: upon the Children even to the third and fourth Generation, 
6 thou Wir then we are ſtill liable to the Divine Judgments upon that Account, I 
a ſelves hink there is Reaſon good that we ſhould {ill continue to Pray, as we 


r'd as 
ſon to 
at her! 
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told in ſeveral Places of Scripture, that God does viſit the Sins of the Fa- 


this Day, as a Day of Solemn Faſting, Humiliation and Prayer, on which, 


ave hitherto done, that theſe Judgments may nor, betal us; but that 
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God will be reconciled to the Land ; 
- Blood, not lay the Guilt of this innocent Blood to the Charge of the Peo⸗ 


| —— ſwon to leave off Praying thus; nay, t will (I think.) be coo foon 


not ſuch Sinners as the Fathers had been ) but that this is the likelie 
reform'd, ler every one of us take Care to amend himſelf, And that 


and move regularly in his own Sphere, and leaye it to Kings to gover 
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; and when he wakes 
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of this Land, vor ever require it of. us or our Poſterity, - And "ewill 


fo much as to enter into any Debate about it, until J at leaſt ) the Term 
of this expreſo Divine Threatniog ſhall be expir d, that is, until the th 
and fourth"Generation ſhall be paſt and gas, and the. Children, audi 
the Childrens Children (hall be gathered untb Their Fathers. _ 

- And more than this deeds not, I hope, be ſaid upon this Point to thoſe 
who, by their Preſence in this Place, upon this Occaſion, do ſufficiently 


me their Apptobation of the Keeping of this Day, and that they think 


there is but rod great Reaſon for it. Fox Iwill nge ſuppoſe it poſlible 


tzbar sey of n have been now mocking of God, while you have ſeemed 
to be Praying to him. r 2 


I only add therefore, that to make cho Prayers ve have now put up 


to God availing, we muſt 112 well as confeſs the m a 


therefore we have been now Confei 8 "that they Were the Crying Sin 
of this Nation that brought down this Beawy Judgment upon ut; ſo let 
us be careful that we fix wo more leaſt a warſe thing come unte us ; And 
as we have been Praying that God would nat lay ir fu our Charge the 
Guilt of that innocent Blood which was as this Day Se; Io let us be 
cautious never to give Conſent to any ſuch Sin, nor to any Approach 

towards it. n % | 
- This is the Way to get the Entail of Puniſhment cut off; I don't A 
that this will certainly do it; (for we hate Inſtanges in Sctiptures of t 
Sias of Fathers puniſhed in their Children, even when the Children were 


Means we cat uſe to do it; and that without this there can be no rea 
fnable'ExpeRarion that it ſhould be done. | 
la a word then, and to Concfude all; That the whole Nation may 


the Government both in Church ànd State may be maintain d, and ou 
Holy Religion and the Publick Peace preſer vid, (which, I hope, is wha 
we do all heartily deſire.) Let every one of us mind his own Buſineſi 


Nations, and to God to govern the World. | | 
And when by our Afflictions we ſhall be brought to this Religioug 
Loyal, Humble, Peaceable and contented Temper-z then, and not betort 
we may reaſonably look to ſee good Times ; then ve may pray, and rea 
ſonably hope it will be with good Succeſs, that God will comfort ur agal 
now after the Time that he haf plagued us, and for the Near wherein 
we haut ſufferett Auuerſit p. é n | 
- Which God f his Goodneſt grant,” fu, The" ſa te of our Lord]clugl 
Chriſt, e whom, &c. 10 FE 5 "x 5 
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